53.  JOHANNESBURG LETTER
REGISTRATION
Registration is going on apace. The officials are not able to attend
to all the Indians who turn up. They cannot manage more than 200
applications a day. Since all the officials are fully occupied in Johannes-
burg, it has not been possible to move the office to other towns. But it
is likely that by the middle of March the office will have visited all the
other towns.
THE CHINESE
There arose a further misunderstanding about registration certi-
ficates for the Chinese. Mr. Chamney told Mr. Quinn that it was
not right that all the Chinese should give their thumb-impressions
only. Mr. Gandhi then found it necessary to intervene, and it was
eventually agreed that the Chinese who reported might give their
thumb-impressions only. The more the Chinese persist in such childish
obstinacy, the more they lose their good name. The Indians readily
go to the Office and furnish their finger-impressions, and this wins for
them an increasing appreciation of their nobility and gentleness. About
95 per cent, of the Indians have already given their finger-impressions.
About five per cent, probably gave only their thumb-impressions. True
bravery implies humility and gentleness. We find the most fearless
persons appear calm and gentle. The famous General Gordon1 was
ordinarily mild as a lamb, kind-hearted and gentle in his dealings, and
altogether without a trace of rudeness about him. Even children could
talk to him freely. The same person roared like a lion when his honour
was at stake.
STORY OF FINGER-IMPRESSIONS
I feel ashamed for the community that I should still have to write
about finger-impressions. The point is so simple that it is difficult to
understand why it is still being argued. But the late Professor
Max Muller said that as long as truth is not effectively impressed on
the mind of the other, there is nothing wrong in repeating the same
thing over and over again in different words. It is indeed necessary to
do so. Besides, there are some mischief-mongers among us who want
1 Charles George Gordon (1833-85); British soldier and administrator; served
in the Crimean War and later with distinction in China (hence "Chinese Gordon")
and Egypt; was Governor-General of the Sudan; died defending Khartoum against
the Mahdi's forces.